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a lot of special guests coming up all this week as we cover the landscape so magnificently covered by the 
40th president of the united states newsnite is next on this sunday night a special edition of news night with 
it's always special host aaron brown aaron larry thank you good to have you in the city good evening again 
everyone back when joe dimaggio died i wrote the obituary for my then employer and found myself struggling 
with how to be both respectful and accurate mr dimaggio was not always the nicest of men but you don't 
want to quite say it that way so i settled on this he was truth be told prickly sometimes close enough and fair 
enough i mention this because we are faced with the similar the far larger challenge where president reagan 
is concerned as a head of state we all mourn his passing and we celebrate his life all of us can do that and 
should that isn't about politics it's about country but as a political leader which the american president also is 
there were successes and failed there was controversy and achievement and our coverage should reflect all 
of that the good days and the bad iran contra is a chapter as are the tax cuts beirut is much a part of the 
story is berlin it is a line we will walk carefully and respectfully over the next week the whip begins tonight on 
the coast of georgia where president bush arrives tomorrow home from europe cnn suzanne malveaux is 
already there so suzanne start us off with the headline oh president bush is here at sea island georgia that is 
where of course he's participating in the g8 summit and this is really about high stakes diplomacy winning a 
resolution for iraq sovereignty pushing forward on middle east reforms at the same time trying not to alienate 
the international community suzanne thank you next to southern california in the reagan library cnn's frank 
buckley with the duty there tonight so frank the headline 
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tonight so frank the headline aaron five days of official remembrance set to begin here at the library 
tomorrow it is a period during which americans will have a chance to pay their respects in person and say 
goodbye to the 40th president of the united states frank thank you on to president reagan's impact on a 
generation of republicans cnn's candy crowley has been looking at that give us a quick headline aaron it is 
said that ronald reagan changed the world and changed his country but as you said he also changed politics 
on both sides of the aisle yes he did and candy you've been looking at that as has jeff greenfield and jeff 
joins us tonight too so jeff give us a hand uh headline of what you'll be reporting on aaron you trace ronald 
reagan's political path from the time he first became a national figure 40 years ago and what you see is 
nothing less than the transformation of the american political landscape jeff thank you we'll get back to all of 
you shortly also on the program tonight we'll hear what words were said today to honor the heroes of 
normandy a moment perhaps a bit lost in the passing of president reagan later has ariel sharon finally driven 
a deal to pull israel out of gaza and the rooster a bit bedraggled i must confess from being dragged in on the 
weekend will arrive nevertheless with your morning papers all that and more in the hour ahead an hour 


dedicated in one form or another to remembering will remember a president and will remember millions of 
men and women of his generation two threads that came together today on the cliffs above the beaches of 
normandy so we begin tonight with our senior white house correspondent john king in normandy to salute the 
heroes who stormed the beaches 60 years ago and a role model who walked this hallowed ground 20 years 
before him he was a courageous man himself and a gallant leader in the cause of freedom and today we 
honor the memory of ronald 
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and today we honor the memory of ronald reagan mr bush will hear taps again before the week is out 
heading home as arrangements are made for president reagan's state funeral on friday flags at the white 
house and all federal buildings are at half staffed for 30 days on mr bush's order part of the tribute to a man 
with whom the current president has both a personal and political affinity they're westerners they are 
probably both of them would have rather been on the ranch than any place else uh they were both governors 
uh western governors uh they're both sort of hands-on people they're both people with strong convictions 
who stick by them this president is the son of a president but politically is much more an air of reagan what 
they share in common is the modern republican party that this president bush inherited from ronald reagan 
which is a republican party that's united by tax cuts and animated by strong american defense not all of the 
comparisons are favorable when we used to do research about ronald reagan in the in the early 80s women 
would say he's stubborn he doesn't listen uh and and you know and you can see some of the same response 
by some swing woman voters about this president bush several of the world leaders at the d-day 
commemoration are joining mr bush for the annual g8 summit this week at sea island georgia and many will 
then head to washington for friday's state funeral for mr reagan at the national cathedral among the 
european leaders planning to attend the funeral are several from nations president reagan referred to as 
liberated countries lost in his vintage d-day speech 20 years ago a reference to soviet occupation now the 
soviet union is no more eastern europe is free and democratic and history gives mr reagan a good piece of 
the credit john king cnn paris as john mentioned the funeral will take place on friday state funerals such as 
this one are exceedingly rare in the country reserved for presidents and those a 
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reserved for presidents and those a sitting president designates worthy of such honor even richard nixon 
who left office in disgrace received a state funeral his body did not however lie in state in the capitol 
president johnson was the last president according that honor more than 30 years ago the ceremonies this 
time will be closely modeled around those surrounding lbj tomorrow morning pacific time president reagan's 
body will leave santa monica for a private ceremony at the reagan library in simi valley we'll get to there in 
just a few moments then there'll be a public viewing into the evening and throughout tuesday wednesday 
morning the journey begins it starts at the naval air station at point mugu ends at andrews air force base in 
washington from there a funeral procession with a casket riding the last few miles on a horse-drawn caisson 
up constitution avenue to the rotunda the capitol a viewing will be held at seven o'clock eastern time that 
night for national and world leaders after which the body will lie and stay for the public to come through the 
night and all day on thursday then on friday then on friday friday morning the state funeral will be held the 
national cathedral in washington which is not as the name would suggest affiliated with the federal 
government john danforth former senator from missouri and the newly appointed ambassador to the u.n will 
officiate at that he is an episcopal minister mr reagan's body will then be flown back to california to simi 
valley for burial at sunset on friday the way the schedule is said it's still undetermined whether or not 
president bush is going to leave the g8 summit to participate in some of those memorial ceremonies that are 
going to take place on wednesday and perhaps coming back on thursday that has not yet been determined 
but certainly on friday the president is going to participate in the funeral processions and and other leaders 
are expected to join him as well it really works well with the schedule considering that the 
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the schedule considering that the formal end of the g8 summit is going to be on thursday evening suzanne 
thank you suzanne malveaux recovering that for us at the risk of saying this the wrong way the passing of 
ronald reagan is different at least it feels different for most obviously he wasn't cut down in the prime of his 
life like jfk or rfk or dr martin luther king he wasn't a bitterly divisive figure like richard nixon he was 93 and his 
illness gave people plenty of time to prepare to say goodbye except to close friends and family in that regard 
he will not leave a void but by the same token he did fill a space a large one in history and memories and 
that seemed to be what people were talking most about today so from simi valley tonight here's cnn's frank 
buckley americans across the nation remembered ronald wilson reagan remembering your servant ronald 
reagan give to the departed eternal rest from the national cathedral in washington to a makeshift memorial 
outside a mortuary in santa monica california they remembered the 40th president of the united states i think 
everybody you know whether liked him or not is kind of taken in by this moment in dixon illinois reagan's 
childhood hometown they remembered him as one of their own i'm glad you didn't have to suffer anymore uh 
i realized that it's a hard thing to lose the president and it's even worse to lose a friend and even those who 
didn't know the president personally most of us say they felt as if they did he was kind of everybody's 
grandfather too you know i had a good sense of humor and i was a good president his sense of cordiality 
present even in the trenches of political battle according to some who stood on the other side of an argument 
with president reagan he always disagreed with a smile without partisanship he always put america first even 
when we had our differences about 
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had our differences about domestic policy the one thing i liked about him was that he was not mean-spirited 
he was always optimistic about our country his political rival in the 1980 presidential election president jimmy 
carter says reagan's formidable skills as a communicator were key to his success but he was able to clarify 
and possibly simplify even some very complex issues flowers and notes and jelly beans were left in tribute to 
the former president at the reagan library in simi valley california and in his childhood hometown he was 
remembered at the airport that bears his name in washington d.c fantastic president probably the last 
president i actually voted for as americans remembered ronald reagan most set aside political differences 
they may have had and remembered a man who insisted that americans had reason to be proud of america 
america was very badly divided and not sure of itself in 1980 when he came to the presidency and he 
restored our confidence and our faith in the greatness and the future of this nation the largely positive 
comments we heard today aaron might be attributed to what you alluded to the the manner in which the 
former president died but it's also no surprise given the incredible job approval ratings that this president 
enjoyed as he was leaving office 68 percent in one poll that was a record for an outgoing president tomorrow 
americans will have a chance to begin this process of saying goodbye and paying respects in person when 
the president lies in repose here at the library that begins at noon local time eric frank thank you very much 
frank buckley at silly valley where the library is the reagan library when something becomes familiar enough 
it's often hard to remember what came before it if tax cuts in school prayer and equating big government with 
evil have become part and parcel of the republican 
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part and parcel of the republican party's fabric it wasn't always so not exactly in many ways ronald reagan 
was unlike any republican who had come before his arrival change much that followed that piece of the story 
from cnn's candy crowley ronald reagan did not shape a generation of republicans he created a generation 
of republicans well there was ronald reagan that got me involved in politics back in 1976 i became a precinct 
chairman for the republican party in fort bend county texas where they shot republicans didn't elect them he 
was a conservative before conservatives got cool and before they got elected i don't think you'd have had the 
contract with america without president reagan i don't think he'd have the modern republican majority in the 
house and senate without ronald reagan it has been more than a decade since we heard him speak i have 
only one thing to say to the tax increasers go ahead make my day but his words echo in the political lexicon 
when dared to veto a fork laden bill i will take up the veto pen and invoke the words of ronald reagan make 
my day when they try to walk his walk they call his name he's the candidate with a tax cut called reagan- 


esque and worthy of a new president seeking the best solutions doing what's right and they argue over who 
gets to wear his mantle i know ronald reagan i helped elect him i went to 36 states for him you may know 
ronald reagan but i work for him foreign ronald reagan made the | word liberal a four-letter word in politics 
giving rise to a new kind of democrat i think he did challenge the democrats unlike any modern republican 
presidential candidate on the question of the basic direction of american government stand along the political 
landscape and listen our government is too big and it spends 
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our government is too big and it spends too much that echo is not just through the years but across the 
partisan divide the era of big government is over ronald reagan did not just dominate the political landscape 
he moved the political landscape taking his country and both major parties to the right erin candy thank you 
candy crowley in washington tonight republican political strategist ed rollins served in the administration of 
three republican presidents nixon ford and ronald reagan as the national director of president reagan's 84 re- 
election campaign he helped with a little help from the candidate delivered the largest electoral landslide in 
american history the reagan bush ticket earned 49 states after the campaign mr rollins served as the top 
adviser in the second administration and we are always pleased to see him we are going to thank you the 
truth of the matter is he won 49 i lost minnesota i've heard tell that um it's nice to see you all i don't want to 
talk politics at least in the conventional sense i want to talk about him a bit do you feel like you really knew 
him i think i i got to observe him for a long period of time even before he was was president when he was 
governor and i worked in the legislature in california no one got to be intimate with ronald reagan uh you 
could watch him you could appreciate his talents you could sit and have a wonderful conversation and a 
wonderful lunch with him but no one had that intimacy except for nancy reagan that was where that was the 
next question did anyone break through other than she and obviously the answer is no i don't believe so uh 
you know mike dear was close paul laxalt were close other people in the white house but at the end of the 
day you know she was the one that i think he really trusted most and and shared his life and his thoughts 
with he had with one of those delicate areas it was really a complicated family relationship with the kids and 
and all of that um did that ever come up 
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and all of that um did that ever come up did he ever talk about how he felt about how complicated it seemed 
to get he never talked about that with me i i talked to on many occasions because i i dealt a lot with the kids 
and particularly maureen who was very politically active and very effective and i was close to michael but it 
was always you know it was just it was a private matter and reagan didn't share his private thoughts reagan 
shared his public thoughts and certainly you knew what his core was in his conviction but i think he was a 
man who had always been a public man and he wasn't about to let anybody get that that that closeness that 
intimacy that was his he was very comfortable with himself uh he could go off and chop wood and be up in 
the ranch for three weeks and never need to check on what was occurring had his daily briefings and what 
have you but was very content to be up there by himself he liked his own company yeah you've worked for i 
dozens certainly politicians maybe hundreds uh ever run into one who seemed to have less ego no i've 
never had one with less ego this this man truly was without ego i i remember an occasion i came to new york 
with him and i was one of the rare occasions when i got to drive in the limousine with him he was baker d or 
someone and it was we came up to see midtown south it was from kojak and there literally were a million 
people on either 43rd or 47th street and i just said to my tournament i said aren't you overwhelmed by all this 
and he just had to hit a funny line he just said wait someone left some signs with some obscenity on it pretty 
soon that always kind of brings you back to reality it became very clear to me this was a man whose entire 
life had adulation uh and he had learned to sort of realize that the adulation was either for the movie star or 
the sports announcer or now for the president but his own personal thoughts and feelings you know he 
wasn't affected by that a number of people have said over the last day or two that he that iran contra ina 
very personal way left him depressed that he he felt like he had lost the magic touch well it was totally 
inconsistent with 


00:18:00 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d9vilidFZpE&t=1080s 





well it was totally inconsistent with anything he'd ever done i i mean i can step back and understand why the 
people who were in the white house bought the decision to him because obviously we fought very hard for 
the contras and the congress cut off the aid equally as important the hostages had been held for a period of 
time and reagan was very committed to all of that but at the end of the day reagan had always been very 
consistent in his foreign policy and this was totally inconsistent to that so i think he felt very betrayed by his 
staff and and as a staff person working for him we all tried to perform at a very high level because we didn't 
want to disappoint him wasn't that he yelled at your screen which he never did he wasn't that he gave you 
clear direction it was just that you you knew the level that he was at and you want to be at that level let me 
ask you one more question do you think in the in in the end the last couple of years the last term that the 
american public began to see him less as the political head of state and more and quite lovingly clearly as 
the ceremonial head of state i think i think there was no question uh in the in the second term particularly uh 
where he was doing so much in the international arena he became a grandfatherly figure you know he's like 
my father to me in the sense of age but he was almost like america's grandfather and people people loved 
him very dearly [Music] it's always a sign you've made an impact good or bad when your name becomes a 
modifier or better yet a noun by that measure ronald reagan passes the test easily reagan democrats threw 
their support behind reaganomics and broke ranks with their party the man who gave a new lease to 
conservatives within his party did so against the odds his party was out of favor when he stepped into the 
game our senior analyst jeff greenfield on how ronald reagan turned that around i have spent most of my life 
asa 
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i have spent most of my life as a democrat i recently have seen fit to follow another course ronald reagan's 
entry onto the political stage was a star term a speech backing the doom 1964 campaign of senator barry 
goldwater goldwater lost in a landslide that marked the high tide of post-war democratic liberalism but for 
reagan it marked the start of a journey that transformed the political landscape two years later he won the 
governorship of california by a million votes aided in large measure by voter outrage at race riots and anti- 
vietnam campus violence i have never been a quitter he left the governorship just four months after nixon 
was forced from the white house by watergate at a time when just one in five americans called themselves 
republicans but reagan rallied conservatives within the party by mounting a primary challenge in 1976 to 
president gerald ford and a late surge spurred by his attack on the ford kissinger foreign policy brought him 
with an inherit breath of taking the nomination from a sitting president but that defeat may have been a 
blessing four years later a mix of inflation industrial recession american hostages in iran and an aggressive 
soviet union made the country far more receptive to reagan's message what that 1980 election demonstrated 
and accelerated was a major political shift the south which had been moving away from democrats on the 
civil rights issue became a solid republican base white working-class voters prodded by issues from school 
busing to patriotism to inflation moved to the gop beginning today and reagan's fundamental message heard 
in his inaugural speech was a frontal challenge to the dominant liberal creed government is not the solution 
to our problem government is the problem reagan's track record was hardly a uniform triumph of 
conservative principles the deficit doubled government spending accelerated on his watch no new deal 
programs were trimmed or 
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no new deal programs were trimmed or dismantled nominally social issues like abortion reagan never did 
much more than offer rhetoric but by the time he left office reagan had changed the terms of the political 
debate as candy crowley reminded us it was the most successful democratic politician bill clinton who 
proclaimed the era of big government is over and the republican party it had been turned into a tax cutting 
internationalist party would solidly conservative cultural views a party whose most revered figure today with 
the possible exception of abe lincoln aaron was ronald reagan let's go back what i remember about 76 is 
while ultimately obviously the party chose gerald ford even then its heart belonged to ronald reagan 


absolutely um he he came closer than anyone else to knocking off an incumbent president and you may 
remember after ford's acceptance speech he beckoned reagan down from his seat reagan then addressed 
the convention with probably what would have been his acceptance speech and there were lots of tears from 
conservatives because they felt well it was his one shot he's clearly going to be too old in 1980 as a lot of 
other people said and you're quite right the heart and soul of the republican party had been conquered by 
reagan years before he actually won the nomination what was it that just uh one other question uh take a 
stab at you know we we often think of barry goldwater as being the father of the republican conservative 
movement why not goldwater why reagan is it just electability is that the difference well the first reason is that 
goldwater lost this is not a country that reveres losers nearly as much as winners but i also think the 16 really 
made a big difference because it showed enough cracks in the foundation of liberalism that it permitted the 
uh conservative creed that was soundly rejected in 1964 to win by a landslide i think sometimes time is really 
the the right answer jeff thank you much jeff greenfield who is in back in 1984 president reagan hired a 
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back in 1984 president reagan hired a man named howard rodney to produce television spots for his re- 
election campaign mr riding his agency came out with some of the best they showcased folksy people at 
homey scenes and dappled sunlight the message was warm and simple it's mourning in america looking 
back on it today the imagery seems to mesh perfectly with the public's memory of the man those images 
helped reelect the reality is a lot more complicated than and now here's cnn's howard kurtz television has 
been saturated with the highlights of ronald reagan's career the movie star the president with the gnat for the 
great one-liner there you go again the man who took on what he called the evil empire mr gorbachev tear 
down this wall but president reagan was covered very differently from 1981 through 1989. he had to say the 
least a contentious relationship with the press does anyone else sir is anyone else going to be like no one 
was let go they chose to go the media portrayed reagan as a detached leader uninterested in details once 
failing to recognize his own housing secretary sam pierce he was described as a president who favored the 
rich his budget director david stockman suggested that ketchup could count as a vegetable in school lunches 
his administration was described by some as corrupt white house aide michael deaver deputy defense 
secretary paul thayer and environmental protection official rita lavelle were among those convicted and 
pentagon chief casper weinberger was indicted but later pardoned by the elder george bush the scandal 
known as iran contra dominated coverage of reagan's second term aren't you saying the terrorists either you 
or your state sponsor which in this case was iran can gain from the holding of hostages sir if i may the polls 
show that a lot of american people just simply don't believe you that the one thing that you've had going 
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that the one thing that you've had going for you more than anything else in your presidency your credibility 
has been severely damaged can you repair it what does it mean for the rest of your presidency well i imagine 
i'm the only one around who wants to repair it and i didn't do have anything to do with this damaging it why 
was the coverage so contentious some critics blame liberal journalists but it was more than that the news 
business covers the controversies of the day when unemployment hit 10 percent in 1982 after reagan cut 
taxes the huge flap over reagan's 1985 decision to visit a nazi cemetery not to mention the flap over nancy 
reagan's advice based on astrology when we look back on a public man particularly one who had been ill 
and out of the arena for a decade what we remember are the big moments tear down this wall and the 
moments of inspiration but the press which focuses on day-to-day combat doesn't have that luxury that's why 
it remains at best a first rough draft of history this is howard kurtz of cnn's reliable sources perhaps it was 
inevitable that two former hollywood actors would bring a certain glamour to the white house and that ronald 
and nancy reagan most certainly did that the mark they left on the white house and all of washington had 
fans it had critics too sally quinn covered the reagan white house for the washington post and we're grateful 
that she joins us tonight particularly when you compare it to the rather austere carter years when the reagans 
came to town they threw a party they did they had a party at the f street club which was kind of the the 
headquarters for the washington establishment here and it was interesting they didn't have it at the white 
house it was as though they were coming to washington and to the establishment and it was a very very 


smart thing to do because so many presidents get in trouble with the establishment they come in and it's 
almost as though they're a sort of uh occupying army and and they they sort of push away the establishment 
and then when the going 
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establishment and then when the going gets rough the establishment turns on them and it gets ugly and this 
was reaching out to the washington crowd in a very clever way because in the end when when things did 
start going rough with uh for reagan he he had people he could reach out to nancy also made friends with 
catherine graham the publisher of the washington post and meg greenfield who was the editor of the editorial 
page and they stuck by her when things started getting rough if they're at the risk of sounding like the 
bumpkin i often am when you talk about the washington establishment who you're talking about lobbyists 
and people like that i'm talking about people who have lived here for many years they're the press the 
military the diplomats the people in congress and the senate and the lawyers the lobbyists cave dwellers the 
people who have been in other administrations and have stayed on uh in various capacities here it just it 
creates a whole group of people who know each other who like each other and from both parties democrats 
and republicans and who basically sit here and watch the passing parade they presidents come and 
presidents go and the washington establishment is always here did it take particularly mrs reagan some time 
to um to find the right pitch it always seemed to be early on there were controversy there was a controversy 
over the china and there were controversies over her dresses and controversies generally around money did 
she have trouble finding the right tone well i think that's true she did come from hollywood and there was a 
certain hollywood glamour that came with her and i think people were sort of expecting her to be uh sort of a 
closed horse and a spendthrift but but they came after the carters which it was just such a dramatic change 
from what had been but i think that the reagans were a lot more sophisticated socially and therefore i think 
that and they brought more sophisticated people into town so i think that they got along a little bit 
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think that they got along a little bit better uh with the with the the establishment than some other presidents 
had done but nancy reagan uh also reached out to a lot of the women in washington and she was so um 
influential on him i i remember once i was on a a talk show and they they said okay we're gonna go around 
the group and one in one word described ronald reagan and they came to me and i said just off the top of my 
head superficial the next time i went to interview nancy reagan she came up to me and put her hands both 
hands on my shoulders and just said very gently ronald reagan is not superficial and i i was so startled and 
taken aback and a little put off at first until i realized that she was she she was doing the same thing i would 
have done which is that she was a ferocious defender of and supporter of her husband and later i came to 
realize that i was wrong about him he was not superficial the washington journalist i think had 
underestimated him i think we had thought he was when in fact i think his message was simple and clear he 
was intelligent but not an intellectual our all our spouses should be as protective of us thank you it's nice to 
see you thank you 
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